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from the Moon Lady and told Hua T'ung to write a letter
and seal it. Then he ordered a soldier to start early next morn-
ing and go with Hu Hsiu to the customs office. "Go and see
Master Ch'ien," he said, "and ask him to be lenient when he
looks over the goods."
Ch'en Ching-chi brought the money. It was handed to
Hu Hsiu, who took it with the letter and the papers connected
with the payment of duty and arranged to leave the next
morning.
Shortly after Hu Hsiu's departure, they could hear the
shouts of men clearing the way. P'ing An came and announced
the two eunuchs, Liu and Hsiieh. Hsi-men put on his robes
and received,, the two eunuchs in the great hall. When they
had exchanged greetings he invited them to go to the arbour^
to take off their ceremonial robes. They sat down, the two
eunuchs in two large chairs in the place of honour, Ying
Po-chueh in a more lowly seat.
"Who is this gentleman?'* said Hsiieh.
- "You met him last year," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said. "It is my
old friend Ying II."      «
"Ah," said Hsiieh, "the gentleman who made such excellent
jokes 1"
Po-chueh bowed. "Your Excellency has an excellent
memory. It was I."
Tea was brought. P'itfg An came and said: "Major Chou
has sent a man with a card to say that he is engaged elsewhere
and will not be able to come early. He asks that you will
please not wait for him."
Hsi-m&n Ch'ing lookectat the card. "Very good!" he said.
"Sir," Eunuch Hsiieh said, "who is this who is coming
late?"
"Chou Nan-hsiian. He is engaged elsewhere and has sent
a man to ask us not to wait for him."
"We will leave a place for him," said the eunuch.
Then Wang Ching brought two cards and said: "The two
scholars have arrived." Hsi-men looked at the cards. On one
was written Ni P'eng, and, on the other, Wen Pi-ku. WSn
was the man whom Master Ni wished to recommend to him,
He hastened out to welcome them and found the two scholars
in academic dress. He paid particular attention to WSn Pi-ku,

